
 
 
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report of Mark Kiddle-Morris, the Executive Member for Assets and Strategic 
Development 
 
To: Cabinet - 29 November 2011 
 
(Author: Sarah Robertson, Planning Policy Officer, Capita Symonds) 
 
Subject: Annual Monitoring Report 2011 
 
Purpose:  
The purpose of the report is to advise Members of the contents of the Annual Monitoring 
Report for the 2010/2011 financial year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Background 
 
Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory purchase Act 2004 requires all local              
authorities to produce an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR).  
 
This is the second AMR to be produced since the adoption of the Core Strategy and 
Development Control Policies DPD by Breckland Council in 2009. The AMR reflects on 
the key strategic themes outlined within the Core Strategy which are: housing, 
employment, retail development, natural resources, the environment and accessibility. 
The progress of the Local Development Scheme, which plots details all Local 
Development Documents, which form the Local Development Framework, is also noted. 
 
The following paragraphs summarise the findings in this years report which is provided 
at Appendix A. 
 
Housing 
 
Over the past financial year 376 new dwellings have been developed within Breckland, 
of which 80 were affordable, which equates to 22% of houses developed being 
affordable. Further to this 70% of the houses developed were delivered on previously 
developed land, this exceeds the target within the Core Strategy, which is set at 25%. 
Housing delivery over the past year, was lower than during previous years, and is a 
reflection of the wider economic situation. Planning permissions have increased over 
the past year, which is an increase on the previous year. If Breckland is to meet its 
housing targets by 2026, a step change in delivery will be required. This will be 
supported through the Site Specifics document and the two Area Action Plans. 
 
Employment 
 
There has been a net increase in floorspace for employment uses over the last financial 
year, which is equal to 4865 sqm of development. This is less than the amount 
developed in previous years. It should be noted that 55% of this development occurred 
on brownfield land. 

Recommendation(s): 
It is recommended that Cabinet note the contents of this report. 



 
 
Retail/Town Centre Development 
 
Across each of the five towns, there has been a net increase in town centre uses, 
however there has also been an increase in the amount of floorspace which is vacant, 
apart from within Dereham. Thetford has seen the largest increase in the amount of 
floorspace which is now vacant, largely at the expense of non-retail uses. 
 
Natural Resources 
 
There have been 7.2ha of greenfield land developed for residential use in the past 
financial year. It should be noted that these figures relate only to sites that have been 
completed in their entirety, and do not include those sites where individual units have 
been developed. The completed whole plots will be picked up in future monitoring 
years. This figure is likely to rise in coming years, due to the limited amount of 
brownfield land available within the District for development. In relation to employment 
land, 1258sqm of floorspace was completed on greenfield land. 
 
Environment 
 
No planning permissions were granted in 2010/2011 that were contrary to Environment 
Agency advice on water quality or flood risk. In addition to this Natural England produce 
a report on the state of Sites of Specific Scientific Interest across the District each year. 
As of May 2010, 46% of Breckland’s sites were in a favourable condition. 
 
Local Development Scheme 
 
Work has continued on the production of the Site Specific Policies and Proposals             
DPD, the Thetford Area Action Plan DPD and the Attleborough and Snetterton Heath 
Area Action Plan DPD. The examination for the Site Specifics has occurred within the 
financial year 2011/2012, whilst the examination of the Thetford Area Action Plan is also 
programmed to occur in the same period. 

 
Recommended changes to the Local Development Scheme for 2011/2012 are included 
in chapter 7 of the accompanying report, particularly in relation to the Attleborough and 
Snetterton Heath Area Action Plan. 
 
2. IMPLICATIONS 
 
2.1 Risk: None 
 
2.2 Financial: None 
 
2.3 Legal: None 
 
2.4 Equality and Diversity: None 
 
2.5 Other: None 
 
3. Alignment to Council Priorities 
 
3.1 The Annual Monitoring report will contribute to the following council priorities: 

• Building safer and stronger communities 
• Environment 
• Prosperous Communities 

 



4. Wards/Communities Affected 
 
4.1 All wards are affected by the Local Development Framework 
 
Lead Contact Officer 
Name/Post: Sarah Robertson Planning Policy Officer 
Telephone Number: 01362 656 857 
Email: sarah.robertson@capita.co.ujk 
 
Key Decision 
This is not a key decision 
 
Appendices attached to this report: 
Appendix A – Annual Monitoring Report 2011 




